Ariane 6: Assemble
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	Images of the Canopée sailing towards Kourou


	Land ho… after a ten-day journey across the Atlantic, an oddly shaped sailing ship slowly arrives at Europe Spaceport in Kourou, French Guiana. On board and brought here all the way from Europe, precious cargo: the parts for the core and upper stage of the Ariane 6 flight model.

	
	Ariane 6: assemble

	

- The large Canopée sailboat 
	The ship delivering the Ariane 6 stages is the Canopée and it is the first purpose-built wind-powered cargo ship in the world. It was specially built to ferry stages and hardware from Europe to French-Guiana. The unique sails allow for a 30% reduction in CO2.	Comment by Julien Harrod: It’s not the first, but the first purpose-built, a few have been retrofitted as such. So add
“purpose-built” or similar

In case of soundbite: 
We are standing in front of the Canopée sailboat. The first purpose-built wind-powered industrial cargo ship which has been specially build to ferry the various stage of Ariane 6 to Kourou and its unique sails allow for a 30% reduction in CO2 over normal diesel-powered ships. This is a great moment for Europe and the Ariane 6 team, and we are really excited to see the complete rocket fly!



	Central core shots 

Vinci / upper stage people working

Booster shots in production


	The Canopée has now delivered the last elements needed to form the Ariane 6 flight model-1. This flight model will be used for Ariane 6’s first flight later this year, the very first time an Ariane 6 launcher will take to the skies.
The Ariane 6 stage and components were all manufactured across Europe. 
The main engine and the central core were integrated in Les Mureaux, France, while the upper stage engine and insulation for the rocket’s exterior were built up in Bremen Germany. 
The Ariane 6 boosters are being produced in Italy and are the same P120C solid propulsion rockets as Vega-C’s first stage.

	Loading the parts onto trucks or truck transport. 

Assembly shots.
	Once the ship has unloaded, everything can be transported to Europe Spaceport for further assembly. 

First the central core will be assembled horizontally after which it is transported to the launchpad. Here it will be lifted into the upright position after which Boosters and the upper stage will be added inside the mobile gantry.


In case of soundbite: 
Now first the central core will be assembled horizontally after which it is transported to the launchpad. It will be lifted into the upright position after which Boosters and the upper stage will be added inside the mobile gantry


	Animation
	This summer Flight Model-1 will be ready to let its engine rumble and fly.

	
	In case of soundbite:
It’s a great feeling to think that in just a few months all these elements and the work of the teams will have come together and Ariane 6 will take to the skies for the very first time.  



